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 Biomedical Science class 
brings new educational 
opportunites. 

CRACK A SMILE: Seniors Raymi Kleiner and Kyle Kleiner participate in Mrs. 
Lisa Martinez’ Cascarones (confetti eggs) Smash by breaking the eggs and 
throwing the contents on one another. The Cascarones Smash was to 
celebrate Cinco De Mayo, the day in which Mexico beat France in battle in 
1862. (photo by Cally Anderson)
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Library to be 
remodeled 
over summer 
months.
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”

After a while things NEED to be replaced 
because things do not last. FOREVER. 

“
- English teacher Amy Riley
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Viking voicesIdea to try: Students grade their teachers
by Lauren Hren
staff writer

Have you ever wanted to be able to 
grade your teacher? Give them a final 
designed by you? Some schools have 
decided to try out the idea. The schools 
administration would decide to allow 
some students to grade the new teachers 
that came in.They use what the students 
say as a way to see if the new teachers 
that came in are fit to stay for the follow-
ing school year. 

So, the question remains. Should 
students be allowed to grade their own 
teachers? Sophomore Raymie Valdivia 
says, “Grading teachers wouldn’t be such 
a great idea due to the fact that some or 
most of the students would be biased to 
the teachers that they didn’t like. Some 
teachers are good people, but not so 
much as good of teachers.”

Other students such as senior Hai-
ley Tillman says, “Grading our teachers 
would be an excellent opportunity to be 
able to voice our own opinions and have 
our voices be heard about what and how 
we want to learn.”

The teachers of Seaman had their own 
opinions on allowing students to grade 
them. “I see potential problems with it, 
but I think constructive feedback is al-
ways helpful,” said French teacher Mr.  
Sean Riley. Agriculture teacher Ms. Me-
gan VanGordon agrees with  Riley about 
the possible problems. “I think that this 
could lead to some problems. The stu-
dent grading would need to be set as a 
portion of the teachers evaluation.”

If Seaman High were to put a grading 
system in place for  students to grade our 
teachers, we would be able to speak our 
minds about how we feel without get-
ting in trouble. It could also be a great 
way to tell them what they are doing 
wrong and what they could do to help 
us improve our learning experience.

Overall, I think adding a grading 
system for our teachers would be both 
beneficial and come with the dangers of 
having students target specific teachers, 
but could really help us as students be 
heard.

“Depends on if I like them or not. If I don’t like 
them I would use a 0-10. If I like the teacher I 
would grade them on the A,B,C,D,F scale.”
             -Lauren Richardson, 10

“I would choose color charts. So not necessarily 
a final grade but a grade each day. And if they 
do bad they would have to switch a color.” 
-Amilee Brian, 9

   “I would use the normal 
A,B,C,D,F, scale because it’s easy and more 
specific to the reasons as to why they are at the 
grade they are at.” 
    -Jaycee Bolen, 10

“I would grade them exactly how they grade us, 
and I would also give them tests as well.”

-Hailey Tillman, 12

Bathrooms need to be high priority on school’s renovation list
by Paige Gilbert
staff writer

When walking into a building, people 
generally notice the smell, atmosphere, 
decor and temperature. There are count-
less components to creating a building 
whether it is going to a business, home, 
or a school. Buildings require elements 
such as walls, floors and roofs. All of 
these components at some point need 
renovated in some way, shape or form. 
The one element of buildings that in-
dividuals do not think about are the 
bathrooms. While they may not be the 
first thing visitors notice, bathrooms are 
something people remember; therefore, 
just like walls, floors and roofs, they 
need to be renovated.

There have been many renovations to 
the school this year already and rumors 
are many more are to come, but fixing 

the bathrooms is not on that list. The 
lunchroom bathrooms, center hallway 
bathrooms and science hallway bath-
rooms need renovated. 

 Problems in the bathrooms are un-
deniable as the toilets are leaking. Sinks 
are just as much of an issue as the toi-
lets. Some of the faucets will not turn 
off. The stalls themselves are beginning 
to wear down. English teacher Amy Ri-
ley explains “The doors in the boys bath-

rooms are not always there.”
Recently, the locker bays have been 

renovated. Most of the lockers were 
taken out and replaced with lounge fur-
niture and outlets for the students to 
charge their cellular devices or comput-
ers while not in class. Riley comments 
on this renovation, “The locker bay 
needed renovated. I do not know why 
they renovate things in the order that 
they do, but the bathrooms need to be 

looked at too.” 
The bathrooms have not changed 

since she attended Seaman High. 
She also says many people come 

through the school and use the bath-
rooms at some point, so what they see 
should be presentable. 

The custodians do a great job of 
cleaning up after the students and staff 
of Seaman High. They fix problems as 
soon as one arises and clean classrooms 
well, but they can only do so much.

 At some point the bathrooms cannot 
be fixed by just cleaning them when the 
sink will not shut off, or there is not a 
door to a stall.

 “After a while things need to be re-
placed because things do not last for-
ever,” said Riley. 

 

If you could grade your teachers, what grading system 
would you use?
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by Avery Bocquin
staff writer

When I moved to the Seaman District in 5th grade, 
I wasn’t completely sure what to expect. The atmo-
sphere, curriculum, and environment were all a com-
plete turn around in my experience with school. I was 
surrounded by a completely new group of individuals 
and was soon introduced to news ways of teaching and 
learning.

During my time in the Seaman district, there have 
been a number of teachers, coaches, and faculty that 
have had a positive impact on my life. 

There are too many things I wish to say to those 
adults, and unfortunately I could not fit all of that into 
one story. To put it simply, I would like to say thank 
you, for everything you have done for me.

Thank you to everyone who has helped me grow as 
a person and learn new things. Thank you for open-
ing my mind and giving me a new perspective on life. 
Thank you for allowing me to make mistakes and for 

the Seaman

Editors Kyser Dougan (30), Lauren West (30)
Ad manager    Garrett Polter (30)
COB Specialist     Jackson Cobb (30)
Graphic Design Editor      Jacob Wildeman (30)
Page 15 Editor      Eli Laird (30)
Staff    Avery Bocquin (30), Jacob Busey, Evan 
Cluff (30), Alexis Desch, Josh Duncan, Alyssa Flower, 
Paige Gilbert, Lauren Hren, Annika Lloyd, Mason Loy 
(30), Riley Polter, Mercedes Scarbrough, David Mar-
shall(30), Suzanne Marshall(30)
Adviser      Kelly Neiman  (30)

The (30) is the journalistic symbol for “the end.”  For 
these seniors and their adviser, we wish a fond fare-
well from the Clipper staff.  Thank you for your time, 
your talents and all the memories. 

We welcome your opinions and will do our best to 
publish what you have to say.

Views in this newsmagazine do not always represent 
those of the faculty or school board of USD 345.

The Clipper reserves the right to edit or refuse publi-
cation of material that is libelous, obscene, invading 
privacy, infringing on copyright or disruptive to the 
educational process of Seaman High School.

helping me learn from those mistakes. 
Thank you for pushing me to step outside of my 

comfort zone and for helping me meet new people. 
Thank you for being understanding and patient with 
me. Most importantly, thank you for always being sup-
portive and for helping me grow to become the person 
I am today.

To all of the teachers and coaches who work in the 
district, thank you for everything you do for the stu-
dents. Every faculty member has made a lasting im-
pact on my life for which I will be forever grateful.

”

To put it simply, I would like to 
say thank you, for everything 
you have done for me.

“

Thanks for all the help throughout the years

by Lauren West
co-editor

Dear Freshman Me,
You never thought this day would come. Gradua-

tion is nearing, and it has been a long time coming. 
Looking back at when you started high school, it 
would have been nice to know some tips that could 
have helped you through those four years.  

First of all, GET A GOOD, STURDY BACKPACK. 
You will be carrying a lot of heavy items in it, and it 
will break if it is not well put together. Trust me, the 
extra money that you spend on a heavy duty backpack 
is worth it.

It is also important to FIND FRIENDS YOU CAN 
TRUST. Stick with them. It’s good to be social and try 
and be friends with everyone, but find that one group 
that you can count on when it really matters. Those 
people will help you get through all the stressful, hard 
times (and trust me, there will be a few of them). With 
all the stupid drama that goes on in high school, it’s 
nice to know that you have a solid group of people to 
support you. 

PLEASE GET INVOLVED WITH THE SCHOOL. 
High school will be way more fun if you go to games, 
join clubs, play on a sports team, etc. Do not let anyone 
tell you that having school spirit is lame. It’s good to 
take pride in your school and its accomplishments. 

DO NOT LET EVERYONE PRESSURE YOU INTO 
FINDING YOUR CAREER. You are a teenager and you 
do not need to plan out your whole life. There is plenty 

of time to figure out what you’re passionate about. You 
will most likely change your mind a few times before 
you actually figure it out.

BE CAREFUL WHO YOU TRUST. It’s good to make 
friends and be kind to everyone, but not every person 
will have the right intentions. If your friends have a bad 
feeling about a person, they’re probably right. 

NEVER FORGET TO APPRECIATE AND THANK 
YOUR TEACHERS. They decided to teach high 
schoolers for a living. That is not an easy task. They 
won’t be perfect, so cut them some slack from time to 
time. But, you’ll have some pretty amazing teachers in 
high school, so appreciate them while you have them.

FOCUS ON YOUR CLASSWORK. You can have a 
social life too, but you need to learn good study habits 
while your young. If you don’t, it will make studying for 
tests a lot harder in the future. The grades that you get 
freshman and sophomore year actually matter. A lot of 
scholarships look at your cumulative gpa. So don’t just 
brush them off.

Last of all, just DO WHAT MAKES YOU HAPPY. I 
know it sounds cheesy, but you will enjoy high school 
so much more when you realize that you do not have to 
do what you think every other person is doing. You do 
not need to try and impress anyone else. 

Overall, you will have a pretty great high school ex-
perience. Enjoy it while it lasts because these years fly 
by. 

 Sincerely,
  Almost Graduate Lauren West

Letter to my freshman self
What I wish I knew before high school
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by Alyssa Flower
STAFF WRITER

More and more students are having to face 
the harsh realities of the world. For many, 
going home is not the relaxing part of the day 
like it is for most because that means there 
will be no meal. As the economy changes, lives 
are arranged differently, and jobs just don’t 
quite work out, children are becoming more 
and more used to only eating one meal a day at 
school and not eating at all in the summertime.

Multiple groups around Topeka offer summer 
lunch or dinner programs for kids that may not 
have another food source. These are free and are 
seen as extremely beneficial. Relationships are 
formed, and a child is sent home with a full belly. 

Silverbackks SilverSupper is a program that 
offers free dinners for students year round. Every 
Monday through Thursday at 5:30 p.m., volunteers 
help students by not only serving them their meal, 
but also making it or helping get a meal there. 
Connections are made between leaders and the kids, 
and many opportunities come up for all involved 
in the program. There are locations at Garfield 
Park Community Center, Hillcrest Community 
Center, and Central Park Community Center. 

Sara Chinn, a main leader at the Garfield 
Park location, said, “We’ve served over 15,000 
meals and filled over 15,000 hungry bellies. My 

biggest goal with the program has been to just 
get the word out so more and more kids can 
benefit from the generosity of the volunteers 
who want to make a difference in a child’s life.”

Volunteers are always encouraged 
and can sign up on silverbackks.org. 

USD 345 itself has a summer food program. The 
Summer Food Service Program has been a part of 
Seaman for over 10 years. The district understands 
that just because school is not in session does 
not mean that childhood hunger ends too. 

Seaman Food Service Director, Kaye Kabus 
said, “Our main goal is to serve the children in 
cooperation with Boys and Girls Club programs 
at Seaman, and for those students that attend 
summer school at Seaman. These meals could 
not be provided without the support of the 
Seaman School Board and administration.”

As construction has been taking place at 
Logan Elementary, the meal program will be 
at Northern Hills Elementary for this summer 
only. Meals begin June 4 and continue until 
July 27 with children ages one to 18 having 
the ability to get a meal free-of-charge. 

By the community coming together, programs 
are hoping to alleviate childhood hunger in 
Topeka. Reaching as many students as possible, 
Silverbackks and the Summer Food Service 
Program are just two of the ways to ensure 
all kids are fed over the summer months.

Students’ search for summer meals 
ends with community food programs
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by Avery Bocquin
staff writer

As you walk around downtown on a hot summer 
day, the sound of live music fills your ears. You pass 
loads of food trucks, trying to decide which food 
to eat before you end the night with a colorful fire-
work show.

If you have a free afternoon this summer and are 
looking for something to occupy your time, there 
are a few local events to consider.

On June 2, the fourth annual Capital City Family 
and Food Truck Festival will be at the Capital from 
11a.m. to 5 p.m. Also on June 2 and 3, Sacred Heart-
Saint Joseph will be holding their annual German-
fest at Sacred Heart Catholic School. 

For anyone interested in autocross, Kansas Re-
gion Autocross will take place at Kansas Region 
SCCA on June 9 at 8 a.m. and June 10 at 4 p.m. Ad-
ditionally, the Red Shoe Crew will be hosting the 
Classic Car and Bike Show from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 

Many events hope to make summer one to remember

Infographic by Alyssa Flower

the American Flight Museum, Inc.
On July 4, there will be plenty of music, food 

trucks, arts and craft vendors, and fireworks at the 
Spirit of Kansas Blues Festival. Get out and sup-
port the Topeka Blues Society at Reynolds Lodge 
at Lake Shawnee from 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.

For any chocolate lovers interesting in learning 
about the process behind handcrafted chocolate, 
Hazel Hill Chocolate will be hosting Evening of 
Craft Chocolate with Nick at 6:30 p.m. This recur-
ring event takes place on both May 26 and July 28.

There are also weekly activities to get you out of 
the house and busy during the summer. Consid-
er stopping by the Farmers Market in downtown 
Topeka on Saturdays from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m., track-
ing the Bookmobile and planning a visit when it 
is close to you, or keeping an eye on events at the 
Topeka Civic Theater.
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by Jacob Busey
staff writer

For the 2018-2019 school year, the high school has 
added new choices of classes in the areas of agricul-
ture, business, design, and medical related subjects. 

Freshman Patrick Biggs says, “I know that I want to 
have a career in agriculture, so taking Horticulture and 
then Applications in Horticulture will help me discov-
er what I want to do after high school.”

Mrs. Cassandra Geis will be teaching one of the new 
medical classes. “We are adding a second biomed class 
called Biomedical Human Body Systems,” said Geis. “It 
is applied anatomy. Unlike regular Human Anatomy 
class, we will do lots and lots of hands-on dissections 
and 3D models. It’ll be a great class.”

Ms. Megan VanGordon, agriculture teacher, will 
teach two new classes, Applications in Agriculture and 
Applications in Agribusiness. If all goes planned, the 
high school will get a grant passed for a new green-
house. 

Van Gordon says, “My students and I will visit the 
greenhouse almost every class period to further their 
knowledge of how to grow different plants. In Horti-
culture, my students do lots of notes and models. If the 
info in Horticulture intrigues students, they can take 
the new Applications in Agriculture where everything 
will be applied and handson.”

The counseling team wants to help students if they 
have any questions about the new classes. Counselor 
Steve Alexander wants students to know it’s not too 
late to enroll.

New classes offered
by Alyssa Flower
staff writer

Doctors, surgeons, scientists, and well informed 
citizens. Each learning and understanding the con-
cepts of the human body. Learning the ways of human 
life can change the world, and that can begin between 
four walls in a high school located right in the middle 
of the United States. 

A Principles of Biomedical Science class opened 
new education opportunities for students wanting 
to be doctors, nurses, or just those who love learning 
about science. This was nerve-wracking, exciting, and 
a whole new experience. 

Junior Grayson Seevers said, “Well, my initial guess 
about what the class entailed was completely wrong. 
I thought it involved strictly Forensic and Investiga-
tive Science, so I was nervous because the only back-
ground knowledge I had concerning that subject was 
from CSI.”

The nerves did not get in the way though. In fact, 
the exact opposite. Excitement brought students a 
bright outlook for the upcoming year. 

“I was most excited about learning new concepts 
about medicine and also being part of a new class and 
getting to experience every new and seeing how Mrs. 
Geis was going to teach the class,” said sophomore Re-
ese Lister. 

Some students may be nervous about entering into 
an unknown area, but according to previous students, 
that should not be the case. 

“It is very informative, as well as, fun and exciting. 
It has to do with a girl who dies and you investigate the 
crime scene and predict why she died. Then through-
out the year you learn about different diseases and 
conditions that the girl has that helps you figure out 
why she died. You dig deep into diseases like diabetes 
and sickle cell anemia. You also learn about DNA and 
cholesterol, as well as, many other things having to do 
with the body,” Lister explained. 

In its first year, the Principles of Biomedical Science 
class made an impression on students. New ideas and 
concepts helped students use their minds in a new way 
and gave light to a future they may not have known 
otherwise.

The class took students through various labs that 
revolved around medicine, investigation, and knowl-
edge of the human body. These activities gave students 
hands-on experience in what could be a possible fu-
ture. Various labs gave students different favorites. 

“My favorite activity we did in the class was the proj-
ect we did first semester. We had to come up with a 
solution for insulin deficiency. My partner and I got to 
present our idea which was to implant the insulin pro-
ducing Beta Stem cells directly in the pancreas,” Seev-
ers said while Lister said, “My favorite activity was the 
DNA Extraction activity. We isolated DNA from fruit 

and our own saliva. This gave us a chance to look at 
the DNA and see how it’s different between plant and 
animal cells.”

Each student could find an idea they enjoyed the 
most and could understand the best. 

While in the class, students looked at everything 
from a mock crime scene to human organs and their 
functions. 

“The most beneficial piece of the class is definitely 
being allowed to venture deeper into basic biological 
and health science you learn in classes previous. Mrs. 
Geis has us do projects  like gel electrophoresis, dissec-
tions, hematocrit and more,” Seevers said. 

With different assets and opportunities given, stu-
dents were able to see different fields they may wish to 
enter into later in life. 

Some students may be nervous about entering into 
an unknown area, but according to previous students, 
that should not be the case. 

“Be optimistic, be eager and be ready to use your 
brain! The class appeals to all types of learners, too. 
There is tons of hands on learning,” Seevers said. 

“It is very informative, as well as, fun and exciting. It 
has to do with a girl who dies and you investigate the 
crime scene and predict why she died. Then through-
out the year you learn about different diseases and con-
ditions that the girl has that helps you figure out why 
she died. You dig deep into diseases like diabetes and 
sickle cell anemia. You also learn about DNA and cho-
lesterol, as well as, many other things having to do with 
the body,” Lister explained. 

Biomedical classes bring  opportunities, experiences
Is there a doctor in the house?

INVESTIGATING A COLD CASE: Mallory Leifred, junior, performs a lab in 
her Biomed class. Throughout the year, the class was trying to detect 
how subject Anna Garcia died. (Photo by Andrew Patton)
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by Jacob Wildeman
graphic design editor

The end of a student’s junior year of high school 
brings with it an abundance of excitement, but also 
certain decisions to consider.

One of these decisions students now must make is 
what classes to take their senior year and whether or 
not they should take a shortened schedule.

Some seniors feel that not taking a shortened 
schedule is a better option, thus giving them the 
chance to get some of their college classes away. One of 
these seniors is Delaney Kramer.

“I did not have a shortened schedule this year, 
and five of my eight classes are college classes, and 
personally I like that better because taking college 
classes in high school causes less stress in the future,” 
says Kramer. “I will end up graduating with around 30 

credits and basically go into college as a sophomore.”
Another reason some seniors appreciate taking 

college classes in high school is  the cost effectiveness 
of taking them in high school.

“I recommend that underclassmen take as many 
college classes as possible in high school because they 
are around half the price of taking them in college,” 
says senior Nic Flores. “Also even if those classes don’t 
account for your major you can still use them towards 
electives.”

Now taking a shortened schedule isn’t a bad thing 
and is often a better option for some students who want 
to work more hours to attain more money for college. 
However, even if underclassmen decide to take this 
route, they are still encouraged to take as many college 
classes as they can while still having a few hours off. 

“I did take a shortened schedule this year and I 
would recommend it, but I also would recommend 
taking as many college classes as you can in high school 
with your shorter school day,” says senior Chantz Barta.

”

I did take a SHORTENED schedule this 
year and I would RECOMMEND it, 
but I would also recommend taking 
as many COLLEGE CLASSES as you can 
in high school with your SHORTER 
school day. 

“

- Senior Chantz Barta

by Mercedes Scarbrough
staff writer

As many juniors enter into their senior year, many 
are taking into account the positives of enrolling in 
dual credit classes. Dual credit classes allow high 
school students to earn college credit for the potential 
to graduate college on time or earlier than planned.

For some, the transition from high school to college 
can be a challenge; however, those who take part in 
dual credit in high school already have a feel for college 
life. High schools offer the chance for students to get 
familiar with the “college life” with the comfort of 
friends and family nearby.

According to researcher, Virginia Gordon, author 
of The Undecided College Student, 75 percent of 
students are likely to change their major at least once. 
Offering college courses allows students to find an 
area of interest before making a set decision without 
spending a ton of money. Even for those who do not 

have a major in mind, required core classes could be 
completed.

Along with this aspect, taking college classes in 
high school offers financial benefits for both students 
and families. The average cost for a college credit is 
approximately $590 per credit hour, costing close 
to $10,000 a year. Why not take the chance to lower 
tuition fees?

Not only does taking advanced placement classes 
help with financial aspects, it also catches the 
attention of many universities. Colleges will take into 
consideration AP classes taken by students when 
selecting individuals for scholarships.

In essence, there are numerous benefits that come 
from taking AP courses in high school. However, 
students should consider how and what classes would 
most beneficial in their future plans. If you are able 
to take college classes, you should definitely take the 
opportunity.

Seniors see benefits from both shortened, full schedule

Taking college classes in high school reap numerous benefits
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by Avery Bocquin
staff writer

Eli Laird and Jacob Wildeman run to class to pre-
pare for the last ideas meeting. They quickly arrange 
the chairs in the traditional circle.  But they have add-
ed a unique touch. On their laptops, they have little 
campfires, complete with sound effects. These go in 
the middle of the circle for some extra special ambi-
ance.  It’s the last ideas meeting for these seniors and 
their adviser.  

As the end of the year approaches, so does the end 
of a long journey for a teacher who has given count-
less hours of her time and knowledge to each and every 
one of her students. After teaching for 34 years, Mrs. 
Kelly Neiman has chosen to put an end to her teaching 
career and retire. In her time at SHS, she has been the 
adviser for 32 volumes of the yearbook and over 270 is-
sues of the Seaman Clipper.

From 1984 to 2018, Mrs. Neiman has constantly cre-
ated a comfortable, positive learning environment for 
her students and has provided them with a class which 
allowed their creativity to flow.

“I feel like I had creative freedoms in her classroom 
and I know she taught me a ton, not only about jour-
nalism, but about life and helped me become who I am 

today,” shared 2008 graduate Tamara Dierking.
Over the years, there have been changes in tradi-

tions, trends, and fads. Things that were accepted and 
popular in the 1980s might not be accepted or popular 
in today’s society and vice versa.

Josh Rouse, a 2006 graduate, claimed, “I have so 
many great memories from Neiman’s classes, espe-
cially on layout nights when we’d bring in food after 
school, design pages and occasionally get the creative 
juices flowing by working out to Richard Simmons’ 
Sweatin’ to the Oldies.”

Today, the Clipper staff regularly uploads stories 
onto Seaman News for easier access to each Clipper is-
sue. However, it has not always been that simple.

Rouse also explained, “We didn’t have a website for 
the paper, and the only social media people used back 
then were Xanga and MySpace… A lot of times we’d 
listen to music on MySpace during layout nights. Also, 
YouTube wasn’t really a thing back then, so we didn’t 
have much video production back then.”

However, there are things that haven’t changed over 
a span of 34 years. While styles, fashion statements, 
and the overall status quo has changed over time, some 
aspects of the classroom have remained the same.

When asked about one of her favorite memories 
from Clipper, Mallory Shehi, a 2008 graduate explained 

it was “How safe you felt in that room. So many different 
types of people with different talents would be on staff, 
and everyone would work together to reach a common 
goal.  Popularity did not matter in that classroom.”

Nearly a decade later, Sophie Darting, 2017 graduate, 
claimed, “I loved how it was such a family atmosphere… 
We had a fairly diverse group of people in class but we 
all got along well and became friends.”

Mrs. Neiman has inspired many of her students to 
continue in their path of journalism after high school, 
sending them off with valuable skills to utilize later in 
their career.

Rouse explained, “It’s because of her classes that I 
decided to pursue a career in journalism, and I learned 
so much about design and writing in her classes that 
paid off for me later on.”

It is fair to say that Neiman’s positivity in the 
classroom, her inclusiveness of all students, and 
her knowledge in the area of journalism has greatly 
benefited the Clipper, along with each and every one 
of her students.

“I am truly blessed.  For my entire career, I have 
taught a subject I love and been able to share that 
passion  with some amazing people,” said Neiman. 
“Life doesn’t get better than that.”

1984

“When I started this gig, we used 
scissors, rubber cement and 
prayers to create a paper.  Now 
it’s all digital and instant.  We 
write it, we web it, we tweet it.  
I always tell my kids it’s going to 
be a good year if I learn as much 
as they do.  So far, so good.” 

1987

‘I can remember that we had a 
dark room to develop pictures. 
It had a rotating door and 
we would always be messing 
around with the door or in the 
darkroom. She would get so 
frustrated with us.” 

2005

‘The voice [Neiman] gave me 
and so many others will stick 
with us forever. And I will always 
call myself a writer . Thank you 
Neimanator.”

2006

“[Neiman] also was there for 
me through thick and thin and 
trusted me to do the right things, 
so I’ll always love her for that.”

2006

“One memory that is especially 
significant is when [Neiman] 
attended my wedding 5 years 
ago. Both my husband and I 
were privileged to have her 
as our teacher 12+ years ago. 
Continuing to feel supported and 
loved by her as adults is pretty 
neat.” Mrs. Kelly Neiman

Jessica (Wilkinson) Matier

Tracy (Treinen) Martin

Josh Rouse

Katie (Ford) Woodard

While some things change, some things remain the same
Just an ordinary day in C2?
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2008

‘My favorite memory with Mrs. 
Neiman was always walking into 
her classroom and feeling wel-
comed. No matter how the rest 
of the day went, I knew I had her 
class to look forward to. She was 
definitely a huge influence in my 
path to become a teacher.” 

2008

“Neiman is one of the best teach-
ers I have ever had. She meant 
the world to me then and still 
does today.” 

2014

‘Mrs. Neiman always knew how 
to have a good time, despite any 
bad day. I always enjoyed her 
class because she made us laugh 
all the time.” 

2017

‘Mrs. Neiman really cares about 
her students and wants to see 
them succeed.” 

2017

“It was such a great experi-
ence to be able to have her as a 
teacher for all four years of my 
high school career, and the skills 
she taught me are something I 
continue to use in my life and 
jobs I have today.” 

Tamara Dierking

Mallory Shehi
Mariah McCommon

Sophie Darting

Shyanne Osterhaus

(Top left) 1986: Two students develop pictures 
in the dark room during spirit week.

(Top center) 1986: Mrs. Neiman and editor 
Mike Stallbaumer. format a Clipper page by 
hand.

(Top right) 2013: Clipper staff review freshly-
printed Clippers.

(Bottom left) 1986: Mrs. Neiman poses with 
her Clipper/Yearbook  classes of 1985-86.

(Bottom center) 2008: The Clipper class gather 
around for an ideas meeting.

(Bottom right) 2017: Mrs. Neiman helps Paige 
Gilbert format her page on layout night.

1986 photos provided by Kim (Owen) Busey
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News

by Evan Cluff
staff writer

Mrs. Jennifer Whitley, FACS teacher, is retiring at 
the end of the year. She has been teaching for 40 years. 

Mrs. Whitley hasn’t always worked in the Seaman 
District; Clyde High School and the Alternative High 
School in Lawrence are among some of the locations 
she has taught.

“I had two choices and I didn’t know what I wanted 
to do,” Mrs. Whitley said when asked about her inspi-
ration in wanting to become a teacher. “But I was really 
inspired by my grandmother. “

That inspiration has led her down some crazy paths.  
Work with her classes and FCCLA has led to some re-
warding experiences, but some late nights.  

Junior Kylie Hawes, State 1st Vice President of FC-
CLA,  has worked with Mrs. Whitley for three years 
and can attest to the hard work to make deadlines.  

“We’ve stayed late nights working on elections and 
STAR events, and she always makes time to help with 
anything,” said Hawes. 

Mrs. Whitley has taken many students to state and 
national conferences through the years.

FACS teacher  Jaimie Christopher elaborates.  “She 
is a great leader in the organization and really invests 
in the students who are a part of this organization.”

Fellow FACS teacher Bridget Heier agrees.  “I believe 
Jennifer is a dedicated and passionate teacher.  She has 
spent many years teaching and has influenced many 
lives.  She was always willing to learn the latest teach-
ing methods and has spent countless hours working 
with students before and after school with FCCLA.  

“She has helped to shape future leaders and would 
lend an ear for a student in need.  She has been an ad-
vocate for FCS education at the local, state, and na-
tional level.”

Mrs. Whitley has another side that comes out when 
she takes her students to conferences.   

Emma Dowd, FCCLA member and District VP of 
Public Relations spills some of her tricks to success on 
road trips.

“She tapes our doors at night so she knows if we 
sneak out,” Dowd recalls.  If the tape is broken, Mrs. 
Whitley knows those kids have been out of their rooms 
and into trouble.

Dowd also recalls one of her favorite Whitley ex-
pressions.

To remind FCCLA members to behave she has one 
‘threat.’  “Behave...or I’ll spank you with a wet noodle.”

After retirement, Mrs. Whitley says, “I plan to stay 
active with FCCLA as alumni and I’m also going to be 
volunteering in my grandchildren’s classrooms. Who 
knows beyond that?”

FUNNY FACES: While at state FC-
CLA, Mrs. Jennifer Whitley poses 
with FCCLA members Kaylee 
Workman, Brailey Mezger, Kaden 
Fox, Emma Dowd, Madison Clark.

IN THEIR FINEST:  Mrs. Whitley 
and junior Kylie Hawes attend  
nationals in San Diego.  “She is 
leaving with lots of kids involved 
for years to come, “ said Hawes. 
(Photos provided by Emma Dowd 
and Kylie Hawes)

Teacher applauded for club accomplishments

by Jackson Cobb
cob specialist

With the end of the school year 
approaching, one of our teachers’ career 
will be coming to an end as well. History 
teacher Kevin Fries has decided to move 
on after 27 years of teaching. Even with 
retirement coming soon, Fries has not 
come up with any big ways to pass the 
time.

“I don’t really have any plans for 
retirement yet,” Fries explained.

While working here, Fries has 
made some great memories that he 
will cherish. He said that students and 
teachers alike have had a big impact on 
his life. 

Fries was a track coach for part of his 
time here, which is a role that he will 
always remember after his time at the 

well, especially fellow history teacher 
Mrs. Susan Sittenauer.

“Working with Mr. Fries over the 
years has been incredible. I will miss our 
daily conversations, his unique insight, 
and his unwaivering support if I’m 
having a bad day,”  Sittenauer said.

When asked what he will miss about 
being here the most, Fries shared that 
the relationships he has made with 
everyone at the school is what he will 
have the toughest time leaving behind.

“I will miss the students and people I 
work with the most, especially those in 
the east workroom,” Fries said.

Knowing that he is leaving soon, Mr. 
Fries wanted to leave some words of 
advice for future students and teachers.

“Follow your heart and be true to 
yourself. If you do that, everything else 
usually falls into place.”

inspiring minds: Mr. Kevin Fries takes time to 
reminsce and enjoy his final days at SHS.   (Photo by 
Suzanne Marshall)

Taking time for reflection

Teacher will miss long-time relationships most

high school.
“I think my favorite memory would be 

the great colleagues and students here, 
along with winning the state outdoor 
track championship,” Fries said.

Even though he is the one retiring, 
Fries is not the only person who will 
have to adjust.

Mr. Fries has made big impacts on 
the staff he has worked with here as 

”

Follow your HEART and be 
TRUE to yourself.  If you 
do that, EVERYTHING else 
usually falls into place.”

“
- Mr. Kevin Fries
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New teachers look forward 
to new opportunity, community
by Kyser Dougan
co-editor

With retirees and teach-
ers moving on to new oppor-
tunities, there will be many 
new faces around the high 
school again next year.

Ms. Kate Welch will re-
place Ms. Danira Fernandez-
Flores who will be moving to 
Director of Secondary Edu-
cation. This will be Welch’s 
first administration job, serv-
ing as assistant principal. 

She says Seaman is the 
perfect combination of the 
small district’s community 
and the big district’s resourc-
es.

She adds, “On a more 
personal level, both of my 
grandparents taught in Sea-
man in the early 70s!”

She is most looking for-
ward to getting to know the 
students and their families.

Replacing the retiring Mr. 
Fries in the history depart-
ment is Ms. Erika Yoder. 

Yoder will be teaching 
Government, Civil and Crim-
inal Rights, and Race and 
Ethnic Relations as well as 
being an assistant volleyball 
coach.

She grew up in Topeka. “[I] 
have always held the Seaman 
school district in high re-
gards. It is a great school with 
opportunities for all students 
no matter their interests.”

She adds, “I am most look-
ing forward to being a part of 
the Seaman community. It is 
a close-knit community that 
has already been so welcom-
ing to me!”

Ms. Elizabeth Mizell 
will not be returning to the 
school next year as a special 
education teacher and will be 
replaced by Mr. Jacob Kirmer. 

Kirmer will be teaching 
Special Education Math-
ematics. 

He says, “It will be a new 
challenge for me moving to 

by Kyser Dougan and Lauren West
co-editors

Drowning in the sticky notes that cover her 
desk, folders cover her laptop screen and a never 
ending list of to-do’s is on the whiteboard.  For 
Mrs. Kelly Neiman, life is one project after another.

After 34 years of teaching, Mrs. Neiman has de-
cided to retire after this school year.

In her retirement, Neiman hopes to leave be-
hind a lot of stress that comes with being a jour-
nalism adviser.  She wants to try some freelance 
design and photo work. 

In addition, she will mentor young journalism 
teachers across the state and help them get their 
journalism programs started.  She has already 
committed to helping Mrs. Amy Riley, her replace-
ment and a former Clipper staffer,  whenever she 
is needed.

While working in C2, Neiman has made a lot of 
memories.

“We were the first school in the Topeka area to 
begin the desktop publishing process.  We had two 
staffs of kids taking turns on two computers.   That 
made for a lot of 10 p.m. nights and some tears of 
frustration.”

Her two sons grew up with her staffs.
“As a mom, I can remember my children play-

ing in the classroom in the summer while kids fin-
ished their pages.  They both learned to ride their 
bikes between the tables in my classroom.”

Those are just some of the treasured memories 
she holds dear.

She adds, “I am one of those teachers who has 
the pleasure of teaching some students all through 
high school. We can develop close relationships. 
Four years is a lot of time in a fairly short life of a 
teenager.”

During her tenure, the Clipper has tackled 
some difficult issues.

“One of our responsibilities as a student press 
is to always be evaluating what our student body 
needs.  When we recognize a problem, the student 
media can play a vital role.”  A lot of the hardest 
stories have dealt with these sensitive issues.  

However, none was more emotional than the 
story with Morgan Kottman, one of Neiman’s stu-
dents who was dying of a DIPG brain tumor.  

“When we did our interview with Morgan, she 
knew the end was near.  She had fought hard, and 
she had thought a lot about death.  To sit with such 
a beautiful young soul and have her share her per-
ceptions on life was very special.  We knew this 
was a story we had to get absolutely perfect.  It was 
just too important.” 

Neiman also looks forward to spending time 
with her husband, who her students know as ‘Boy-
friend’. 

Boyfriend recently renewed their passports, 
which tells Neiman that, “He’s got something 
cookin’.”

As the post-it notes get tossed and the to-do list 
gets shorter and shorter, she is enjoying her time 
reminiscing about the past and teaching her final 
lessons.

CREATING MEMORIES:  Mrs. Kelly Neiman sits atop the 32 year-
books she has advised.  She also served as adviser for over 270 is-
sues of the Seaman Clipper.

Special Education. I am ex-
cited to be able to get to know 
the kids and be able to help 
them make an impact in the 
world.”

Kirmer is from the Seaman 
community, but attended 
Hayden High. 

He explains, “I have a lot of 
family and friends in the Sea-
man community which made 
it very easy to want to come 
back.”

Ms. Tara Hurt will be re-
placing Mrs. Amy Riley in the 
English Department. Mrs. 
Riley will now be teaching 
journalism after Mrs. Kelly 
Neiman’s retirement.

Hurt will be teaching 
Sophomore and Junior Eng-
lish.

She says, “I am looking 
forward to embarking on 
my first year in the teaching 
profession. I cannot wait to 
connect with and learn from 
fellow colleagues as well as 
future students!” 

Ms. Allie Lippe will be 
teaching freshman biology 
next year due to Mrs. Jessica 
Popescu moving to Kansas 
City.

Lippe says she applied at 
the district because, “Seaman 
is an innovative and support-
ive district with an amazing 
staff that puts student suc-
cess first.”

She is looking forward to 
meeting her students and 
collaborating with the other 
teachers.

In addition, Mr. Andrew 
Koster will be teaching high 
school science in a newly 
made position, and Ms. 
Heather Fuller will be teach-
ing Freshman Language Arts 
for Mrs. Maret Schrader who 
is leaving to be a counselor in 
another district. 

Stacy Jones has also been 
hired to teach FACS for the 
retiring Mrs. Jennifer Whit-
ley. 

Teacher ready to begin next chapter
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News

by Jacob Busey
staff writer

In an average classroom setting, students sit through lec-
tures, at their desks that sit in rows, class after class. This hap-
pens every day, and if the student is lucky, the teachers will let 
the students move their desks to a partner to work in groups. 
The average classroom environment is not the most ideal when 
it comes to concentration, comfortability, and work stamina.

One classroom in particular is hoping for a change this 
next school year. History teacher, Mr. Nathan McAlister plans 
on integrating “flexible seating” into his classes. According to 
Teachhub.com, “implementing the flexible seating classroom 
management option i[s] an effort to create a more a student-
centered learning space.” This includes pillows, beanbags, 
couches, and even yoga mats. The idea is to make the student 
as comfortable as possible physically to take some of the stress 
off them from learning. The comfort level can also help stu-
dents retain more information, stay calm and collected, and 
have a better overall time in class.

Mr. McAlister says, “Flexible seating isn’t new, but it is to 
the area. I want my students to have the option to sit in differ-
ent situations. That doesn’t have to be comfortable but more in 
tune to what is conducive to their learning. I just got a bar and 
I’m getting barstools. I want to get more things like couches or 
something, but there still will be desks. Some people learn bet-
ter in desks, so we will still have those. Flexible seating is more 
about personalization, focus, and learning and the idea is to 
take away one more hurdle for the learning process.”

In addition to Mr. McAlister taking on this new idea, Mrs. 
Sittenenaur, Ms. Sands, Ms. Murphy, and Mr. Collins are all 
added flexible seating into the blended learning aspects of 
their teacher next school year. Their goal is to help student get 
educated in a way that is unique and effective to each student. 

High school teachers adopt different ways to seat their classrooms 

by Mercedes Scarbrough
staff writer

There has been a significant amount 
of controversy surrounding the effects 
of student learning depending on the 
size of the classroom. To grasp a greater 
understanding, many educational in-
stitutions are taking into consideration 
how class sizes affect the overall perfor-
mance of students. 

     Research shows students taught in 
a reduced sized classroom in their early 
elementary years were more likely to 

achieve higher academic performances 
throughout their high school years. 
According to the National Center for 
Education statistics, the average high 
school class in Kansas is approximately 
19 students, compared to the average 16 
students in grade schools.

    Smaller class sizes give teachers 
more one-on-one time with students 
to address their academic needs. Along 
with this factor, the more time a teach-
er has with a student, the faster teach-
ers recognize learning disabilities. 

Another positive aspect of minimiz-

ing classrooms is student engagement 
tends to rise. Students are more likely 
to participate in a small group discus-
sion with others they are familiar with. 
According to gspp.berkeley.edu, those 
placed in classrooms of 13-17 students, 
saw an eight percent increase in read-
ing scores than students placed in larger 
sized classrooms. 

However, it is much easier said than 
done. When discussing this particular 
topic there are roadblocks to consider 
such as the cost of hiring more teach-
ers and the lack of space for more class-

rooms. 
 Although the cost has been a con-

troversial issue, the lack of space can 
easily be avoided. Studies show small-
er classroom with one teacher has the 
same effect as large classrooms with two 
teachers. 

Minimizing classroom size will not 
affect all students, however, it pro-
vides all students with opportunities to 
achieve a higher success. 

Size of classrooms impacting student ahievement throughout high school career 

spicing up classrooms: Mrs. Schrader is one of the high school teachers selected to 
implement blending learning in the classroom.  Notice the special flexible seating in her 
classroom. (Photo by Lauren Hren)
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It is important that students become 
politically active NOW, not LATER.

- Social Studies Teacher 
Mr. Nathan McAlister

by Josh Duncan
staff writer

Several academic clubs around the high school are 
preparing to compete at nationals this summer.  Some 
of these groups have been taking people for years.  
For others, though, 2018 is their first time to summer 
competition.

Initially, National History Day will be taking off to 
the University of Maryland in College Park, Maryland 
to begin presenting their projects on June 10.  Kale 
Michael, Abigail Noyes, Jade Essman, Alex Taylor, 
Alison Johannes, August Chapas, Hayden Wells, Kim 
Vu, Michael Conaway, Noah Belt, Madeline Hulsing, 
and Xianne Williams are all attending.  Most of these 
students are enrolled in AP History.

History Day sponsor Mrs. Susan Sittenauer says, 
“The students began the research of their topic back 

in September.  They accumulated at least 30 sources, 
wrote an annotated bibliography and a 500-word 
process paper.  Then they created their project.  They 
completed in district competition in February and the 
state competition in April.”

To further prepare to compete, students will be 
making any necessary edits to their projects over the 
next few weeks.  A tour of DC is also planned before 
National History Day wraps up for the year on June 14.

Shortly after National History Day, head debate and 
forensics coach Mr. Zach Dinges will be taking Jillian 
Roy and Eric Patterson to compete at the National 
Speech and Debate Tournament Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida from June 16 to the 22.

Mr. Dinges says, “Jillian Roy was nominated by 
our district committee to compete in World Schools 
Debate, and Eric Patterson qualified by competing at 
the district qualifier and taking 2nd place.”

Both students will be preparing with their coaches 
and through attending workshops during the month 
of June.

In addition to competing, they will be “enjoying 
the sights and some cultural experiences, like great 
seafood and the beach!” says Mr. Dinges.

Mr. Dinges hopes to see more people that share a 
love with acting and performing join the debate and/
or forensics classes next year.  In 2019, nationals will be 
in Dallas, Texas.

For the very first time in school history, several 
members of International Thespian Society (ITS) will 
be attending the national convention starting up June 
25 at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  Kyle Kleiner, 
Sage Hernandez, Reagan Propps, Chris Richardson, 
Hayden Wells, Lily Gallardo, and Mason Clark all 
qualified by first rehearsing a 5-minute script of their 

by Paige Gilbert
staff writer

When teenagers desire something, they generally 
ask their parents or purchase the item themselves, but 
for the students of Mr. Nathan McAlister’s U.S. History 
classes, receiving what they desired required more 
than just asking Mr. McAlister himself. 

On Feb. 14, in Parkland, Florida a devastating 
event occurred, Stoneman Douglas High School lost 
17 students and staff during a school shooting.  This 
event generated public outcry.  Junior Grayson Seevers 
felt strongly that people needed to start talking about 
the situation.  She spoke to Mr. McAlister about 
taking a stand and together decided each history hour 

choice, and then going on to act that out at the state 
festival in January.

“They then had to receive a score of 18-20 from the 
judges,” ITS sponsor Ms. Katie Murphy says.

Only two other groups received this honor from 
the entire state.  The theatre department has been 
fundraising all year.

As a part of the conference, Ms. Murphy says, “They 
are also able to take classes with professional actors, 
and they get to see plays and musicals from all over the 
country.”

The convention concludes on June 30.
Finally, Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 

are ready to compete at the National Leadership 
Conference beginning June 28 in Baltimore, Maryland.  
Joe Crome, Treven Broxterman, Jaiden Anderson, Josh 
Duncan, Riley Polter, Sophie Sparks, Adam Schultz, 
Trent Cox, Tyler Beavers, and Andrew and Zach Patton 
all attended the State Conference in the end of March.

FBLA sponsor Mr. Ruda says, “Some students had 
pre-made presentations that they presented to a panel 
of judges, others qualified by testing and presenting a 
solution to a case study and the final way to qualify for 
Nationals was to finish in the top four of an individual 
test.”

Those students with projects will continue to 
finetune and rehearse their presentations according 
to judges’ feedback from the state competitions.  Mr. 
Ruda also says that students are looking forward to 
the opportunity to visit a new city and experience 
the associated history and culture.  The national 
conference concludes on July 1.

Results will, of course, be posted as soon as they 
become available, so stay tuned to Seaman High 
School’s social media outlets.

McAlister teaches would write letters to the legislature 
about bettering the safety of schools. 

Mr. McAlister says, “The students felt school safety 
was important to them.  They wanted to have their 
voices heard and the best way to do this was to send 
letters to the legislature,” and so the process to finding 
their voice began.

During class the students discussed and debated the 
most feasible and effective solutions to create a safer 
environment at school.  This resulted in one student 
from each class writing a letter including their ideas on 
making schools a safer place. 

Mr. McAlister believes students of today hold the 
future and should get involved now before it is too late.

“I think it is important for students to understand and 

Clubs prepare to compete at national conferences over summer

Junior U.S. History students write letters to the legislature 

MAKING HISTORY:  Twelve National History Day competitors 
qualify for nationals this summer after presenting at the state 
conference on April 21.

know how to contact their legislative representatives.  
It is important that students become politically active 
now, not later.  They will be leading this country in 
the near future.  The sooner they know the rules, the 
sooner they will be ready to lead,” explains McAlister. 

“

”
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News

by Kyser Dougan
editor

Every year students walk into school on 
the first day seeing changes that have been 
made over the summer. Next year will not 
be any different.

The past few years the school has seen 
significant changes and improvements to 
areas around the school like locker bays 
and locker rooms. The locker bay improve-
ments over the previous summer created 
blended learning spaces for students to 
collaborate and over this upcoming sum-
mer the school hopes to add similar spaces 
elsewhere.

History teacher Susan Sittenauer and 
English teacher Tim Collins have received 
grants to replace their desks with blended 
learning rooms.

Collins and Sittenauer both had their 
own reasons for applying for this grant.

Collins says, “It’s apparent to me the 
classroom needs different organizational 
approaches than before.  I like how the 
current thought indicates a movement 
away from student management to student 
engagement.”

Sittenauer agreed, adding, “Obviously, 
the traditional desks that are in most class-
rooms are completely outdated.  They are 
small, uncomfortable, and the desks slant 
downward which leads to a lot of spills on 
the carpet.”

Both teachers also have different plans 
to use the furniture.

Collins also says he will attend a boot-
camp for the new arrangement in June, 
but recently received desks and tables and 
enjoys being able to flow freely throughout 
the class.

He adds, “Students will be able to mi-
grate about the room depending on the les-
sons for the day, and the furniture allows 
for easy movement to create a variety of dif-
ferent classroom looks.”

Sittenauer says, “The new furniture will 

enable students to be more comfortable 
which leads to more effective  engagement 
and to be honest, overall happiness.”

She added that her current desks are 
very uncomfortable and she would not 
want to sit on them all day.

The educators are both very excited for 
this new opportunity and to have better 
discussions with the class.

Collins stated, “The greatest excitement 
for me comes with the fact my lesson plans 
are not limited to one or two classroom 
setups.  This flexibility affords me the op-
portunity to be creative in both my lesson 
plans and classroom structure.”

Sittenauer ended by saying, “In my 33 
years at SHS, I have received new desks 
once.  I will be incredibly happy to see my 
students faces when they walk into the 

Blended learning spaces, library major projects over summer

room next fall!  The transition towards 
more engagement should increase in-
strumentally.”

These spaces will have more couches 
and collaborative areas for students to 
work together and will be similar to the 
locker bay areas. 

In addition to these classrooms the 
furniture in  the  library is being trans-
formed into a blended learning space so 
students can have more opportunities to 
collaborate.

Librarian Billie Esser says she has seen 
an uptick in students using the library 
since she first started working here.

She says, “I think I’m most excited to 
modernize the look of a library.”

“One of the reasons for the construc-
tion is not just to update the look, but to 

support staff and students as we move to-
ward more collaborative and blended learn-
ing and the library can be used as a class-
room as well,” adds Esser.

She adds that it is important for the li-
brary to have a modern look as well as the 
best research tools for students.

In addition to the new room furniture 
and library there are plans to redo the 
‘Counselors Cove’ as well.

Principal Mike Monaghan says, “Plans 
have also been developed to expand the 
College and Career Ready Center. It is unde-
termined if it will happen this summer, but 
is likely to happen over the summer of 2019.”

In addition to these big tasks there will 
also be more painting in areas that need it 
over the summer such as classrooms and 
other identified areas.

Café style tables, additional soft seating with pull-up tables as well as collaborative work tables seating 6 are planned for the new library layout.
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”

The CAGE is something the SOFTBALL program uses each day 
along with the COMMUNITY, and we believe updating the 
cage is just another way to assist in the DEVELOPMENT of our 
CURRENT and FUTURE players.

“
- Softball Coach Jay Monhollon

by Jacob Wildeman
graphic design editor

Many may have noticed some new 
construction that is occurring by the 
softball field. This new project is ac-
tually a new batting cage facility.

As of right now the girls softball 
program only has one small tunnel 
to be utilized for batting practice and 
has been in dire need of an upgrade.

The new batting cage will look similar 
to the one located by the baseball field 
and will consist of a few more tunnels.

“The batting cage will have a roof sys-
tem similar to the baseball programs,” says 
head softball coach Jay Monhollon. “and 
it will be equipped with three tunnels.”

The idea first started to build new 
batting cages a few years ago and the 

need has progressively increased as 
both the team and the community 
have only been able to use the sin-
gle tunnel that is in place right now.

“About three years ago we had a vi-
sion of updating the softball program 
facilities. The cage is something the 
softball program uses each day along 
with the community, and we believe 
updating the cage is just another way to 

assist in the development of our current 
and future players,” says Monhollon.

The new cage facility will pro-
vide an abundance of benefits to the 
softball program as they will be able 
to get more reps in by having three 
times as many hitting tunnels as be-
fore and also be able to utilize the new 
space for a variety of activities that 
will be opened up by retractable nets.

“The biggest benefit the program will 
notice is we are going from one batting 
tunnel to having three. Players will be 
able to get more reps in less time and 
the plan is to use two of the tunnels for 
front toss and the third tunnel work on 
the mechanics of the swing,” says Mon-
hollon. “The nice feature we will have is 
that two of the nets are retractable, so 
they can be pull back and the open space 
can be used to take ground balls, pitch-
ers and catchers workouts and a variety 
other creative ways to use the space.”

These new tunnels will not only be 
beneficial for the softball team, but 
also for the entire Seaman community 
as the cages will be open for public use.
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Excitement builds for new softball batting cage

Summertime is right around the cor-
ner and the sports world is heating up. 
Baseball is getting into the heart of the 
season, the NBA is coming to a dramatic 
close, and the NFL is just getting started.

Each of these sports is filled with in-
teresting storylines and there is plenty 
of excitement. 

This will be my last edition of Game-
day Guru, so I decided to do something 
a little different. 

Instead of covering one sport, I am 
going to cover three. 

These are some of the biggest story-
lines in sports to look out for this sum-
mer.

The NFL is rather dormant during 
the summertime, however, there is still 
players and teams to watch.

In late July the Kansas City Chiefs will 
begin training camp. The team will have 
an exciting new offense featuring new-
comer Sammy Watkins and second year 
quarterback Patrick Mahommes. That 
along with the Chiefs draft picks should 
make for an exciting camp.

However, the biggest buzz in train-
ing camp this summer will surround the 
Cleveland Browns. Number one draft 
pick Baker Mayfield will be battling for 
a starting job with veteran Tyrod Taylor. 
There is sure to be plenty of hype.

The NBA season is at its peak going 
into the summer. The NBA playoffs are 
drawing to a close and the NBA finals 
are right around the corner.

Powerhouse teams like the Golden 
State Warriors and Houston Rockets 
still remain. 

This along with Lebron and the Cava-
liers seeming vulnerable in the Eastern 
Conference should make for an exciting 
conclusion.

Could we see yet another Warriors 
Cavs final, or will a new team emerge 
from either conference  to have a chance 
at glory? Only time will tell.

Many sports are just starting or com-
ing to end come summertime. This is 
not the case for baseball which is in the 
heart of its regular season.

Local team Kansas City Royals have 
had a rough start to their season. Hope 
still remains, however, as their division, 
the AL Central, has been one of the 
worst this season. 

Another thing to look out for is the 
tight battle between long time rivals the 
Yankees and the Red Sox. Both teams 
have come into his season red hot and 
their battle to be AL East champions is 
definitely one to watch.
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Final Farewells

‘Graduating’ Class of 2018

Mason Loy
She plans to attend 
Kansas State Univer-
sity. 
“What I will remember 
most about Clipper are 
layout nights, inside 
jokes with my class-
mates, and how we 
have all formed such a 
close bond and become 
a fun family.”

Evan Cluff
He is currently unde-
cided on plans after 
school. 
“The things that I will 
remember the most 
about Clipper are fun 
moments during class, 
hanging out with 
friends, and layout 
nights.”

Jacob Wildeman
He plans on attending 
Kansas University.
“The things I will 
remember most about 
Clipper are the numer-
ous wrestling matches 
with Eli where I usually 
won, all the fun layout 
nights, and all the fun 
times we had with Mrs. 
Neiman.” 

Garrrett Polter
He plans to attend 
Kansas State Uni-
versity. 
“My favorite memory 
from Clipper was 
watching Jacob freak 
out about his grade 
for his late story”

Lauren West
She plans on attending 
Kansas State Univer-
sity.
“The things I will miss 
most about Clipper are 
the layout nights with 
the staff, the weird con-
versations, and having 
a group of people that 
you can always have 
fun with.”

Kyser Dougan
He plans on attending 
Kansas University.
“The things I will 
remember most about 
Clipper are layout 
nights spent with 
friends, the times spent 
in the backroom ‘work-
ing’ during seminar, 
and all the life lessons I 
learned sitting around 
Mrs. Neimans desk.”

Jackson Cobb
He plans on attending 
Kansas University.
“The things I will 
remember the most 
about Clipper will be all 
of the fun times I had 
with my friends during 
class, layout nights and 
seminar. And Neimans 
stories and advice.”

Eli Laird
He plans to attend 
Kansas University. 
“The things I will 
remember most 
is working my 
way up the ranks 
and becoming the 
leader for this class, 
reprimanding Jacob 
physically, and 
all the fun layout 
nights.”

Avery Bocquin
She plans to attend 
Kansas State Univer-
sity. 
“What I will miss most 
about Clipper are the 
memories that we 
made at layout nights, 
all of the inside jokes, 
and the family atmo-
sphere that always 
filled the classroom.”

Mrs. Kelly Neiman
After 34 years in 
education, our 
humble leader Mrs. 
Neiman is retiring. 
“This crew was such 
a delight.  We had 
so many wonder-
ful personalities on 
this staff  that made 
learning together 
such a pleasure.  I 
will miss you all!”

The senior members of Clipper pose with their advisor, Mrs. Kelly Neiman. This will be the last issue of the 
Clipper for each member pictured because Mrs. Neiman is retiring aftter 34 years in education. (Photo by 
Alyssa Flower)
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